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Many of Hie men -the so-called
great "captains ot' industry"-have
not been alter the acquisition of the
mere dollar, hut they have honestly
believed that the greatest good to
this country lay along the lines of
concentrated capitalism, and they
have simply overdone this line of en-
deavor- to such an extent that one of
them has uttered the sentiment that,
"to die rich is to die disgraced." This
condition bas left for the harmoni-
ous development of governmental
science a mediocre statesmanship ut-
terly destitute of true constructive
genius, and with no vision that en-
ables it to comprehend an evolution-
ary development that becomes more
and more complex as the nation is
lifted into loftier and larger spheres
of being.

This is what primary elections
mean-the initiative, referendum
and recall. These cannot be sneered
out of existence, and some machinery
must be devised to permit a full ex-

pression of national opinion on pub-
lic questions ns often as lt may be
needed, without the trouble, expense
and demoralization of such elections
as we now have, depressing business,
and throwing our citizenship into
confusion. Our elections have be-
come almost a national curse. There
is no reason why the post office de-
partment of this government could
not do all of this work with no more
trouble to the average citizen than is
required to write a short note. No
real reform has ever been attempted
along this line, and the masses of
the people until recently have acqui-
esced in the unchanging status of the
republic, and the political barnacles
will never suggest any change which
would interfere with the methods of
franchise which keeps them in power.
Our political mechanism is so cum-

bersome and so wrapped up in red
tape that the average business man
cannot do his duty as a citizen with-
out a degree of sacrifice that he re-
fuses to submit to. Here is where
the professional politician comes In,
and with bis pirate code of ethics,
governs the country. .lust as the
Pretoriail legions sold Rome's impe-
rial sceptre to the highest bidder, so
do the machine politicians in the
great centers of population barter
away the rights and prosperity of
productive labor for trust-made gold
In this republic.

Is Fannel' to Ito Forced ?
There has been a great complaint

about the high cost of living. That
is all very well; but what about the
profits of productive labor? The
only way to cheapen the cost of liv-
ing is for more people to live on the
farms, and they will never do so un-

less the profits aro made more at-
tractive. What is there to keep the
energetic and ambitious boy on the
farm? The cry, "hack to the farm!"
is a mockery. The city calls and
the lights of the "great white way"
blind his eyes lo the beauties of
country lanes and blooming fields.
Ile hastens to find fortune in the
market place, where traffic makes
gold by its very touch. The farm is
-abandoned as the last resort and
fixed fate of tho dullard and incom-
petent.

History teaches us that nations
draw their true wisdom, unselfish pa-
triotism and untainted virtues from
the deep wells of a contented agri-
culture; from those who live in the
quiet country places of tho land, who
have the time to think soberly, who
live temperately, and commune with
Hod in the temple ol' his untarnished
skies. These are nation builders
and nation savers. How can we

maintain this mighty fortress in the
soul of a people, if we destroy, or

permit to be destroyed, the comfort
and poise ol' mind so dependent upon
a fair reward for toil?
We have no standards set hy no-

ble birth in America. It is all based
on the individual. Our government
is absolutely origina! in this respect,
and wo bava» roached a point of com-

plex commercial and political l'fe.
where we must either lake a step for-
ward or backward. With the prob-
lems confronting us. il is impossible
lo stand stii' Tho purely selfish ap-
propriation of tho comforts and bless-
ings of material lifo for the use of
favored classes is the rock upon
Which »Other nations have foundered
Culture, refinement, and education
will not ?ave us. .Marie Antoinette
was moro elegant, possibly, than tho
most fashionable woman of to-day,
?and yet this did not save her from
the axe. The best thought of Amer-
ica to-day should ho, how to use our
land and its products, our labor and
Its fruits to develop good living and
sweet prosperity for our peoplo as a

whole.
The figures of the census show that

the urban population ls increasing
23 per cent faster than the country
population. The cities have already
advanced in political power to where
they not only out-wit and out-talk

the -rural population, hut out-vote
them.
A great work is being done by our

agricultural departments, both State
and national, to encourage the pro-
duction of food stuffs, hut the most
that can ever be accomplished is to
make our farms self-sustaining. For
a money crop cotton is and must
ever remain our dependence

The Federal government is to
spend about $275,000 a year in this
State teaching our people to grow
food and stock.

There is more money spent teach-
ing girls to can tomatoes than I have
to organize the machinery to handle
a hundred million dollars worth of
cotton.

Are the llscal and economic poli-
cies of this government going to un-
dertake to compel productive labor,
at less and less cost, to feed an ever-
increasing urban population?
We are constantly reminded and

taught to emulate that mythological
farmer who made two blades of grass
grow where one grew before. The
government is sending out experts to
teach scientific agriculture. We are
urged to grow two bales of cotton
where we grew one before, but it
scorns to he taken for granted that
mo extra blade of grass or bale of
cotton must go to the consumer, in-
stead of to the man who made it
grow.

The South's Monopoly.
We have seen cotton (since last

August ) go from five cents to ten
cents a pound, in the face of the larg-
est crop ever made.

Our colton crop for the last thirty
years has been the corner-stone of
international finance. The South has
a practica! monopoly in the produc-
tion of cotton, and the needs ol' the
world each year call for more cotton.
There lu.s never been a nation on
earth with such a monopoly of a vi-
tal product as the South has on cot-
ton. All in vain Great Britain and
Russia have attempted to break this
monopoly. Our percentage shows a
steady increase with each decade.
Egypt produces a beautiful staple,
hut the area tit for cotton is not more
than one-fourth the size of South
Carolina, and cannot be increased.
England has experimented in Africa,
but the fibre is so coarse that it has
little commercial value. Russia is
growing some cotton In Central Asia,
but the aroa is very limited, and in
that dry climate Irrigation must he
resorted to.

NTo one crop has ever had so wide
an influence, and its future power in
making human history can hardly be
exaggerated. Each fall a great tide
of gold is brought in from abroad
that enables the financiers of this
country to dictate to the balance of
the world. And yet the people who
produce that cotton, and the section
in which it ts produced, are the poor-
est, per capita, in the United States.
Cnder present financial conditions we
have been forced to market a twelve-
months' supply in three months, and
then in the spring, after the crop has
passed out of the hands of the pro-
ducers, speculators and middle-men
have leaped a profit, as now, of 7."»
per cent on their Investment,

The people of the South should all
unite In an effort to place cotton upon
a safe, stable basis. Then the manu-
facturer would h now just what to do.
Mo business ern be profitable with
the fluctuations in price running from
t? to 16 cents for this great crop.
ls it to Ce Paternalism or Impover-

One of the objections urged to the
State warehouse system is paternal-
ism. I say no, it is only justice. For
100 years the protecting arms of this
government has been thrown
around, not the producer, hut the
manufacturer of cotton. Ile has been
protected by a monopoly in the home
market. There has not been a time
in fifty years when you could not buy
cotton goods oheaper in Eurolie than
von could in South Carolina, where
tho cotton is grown. What a condi-
tion we have every year In the fall
when the cry of over-production is
raiâed, as ll was last August! This
is the only country in the world
where famine conies because of plen-
ty. We hear every few years of fam-
ine in other countries because of crop
failures. In tho South every fall we
face bankruptcy and are threatened
with ruin, not because of crop fail-
ures, hut because we do make a
bountiful crop. Look at this coun-

try last October and look al thc price
of cotton to-day, with a great, war in
progress and the largest crop on rec-
ord, and yet with the prices nearly
100 lier cent above what they were
»hen! Am í to sim ve to death, not
because I have, nothing to eat, but be-
cause the table ls loaded with food?
If we make no crop it is ruin, and
if we make a crop it is ruin, too. It
is the old predestination doctrine,
"You can and you can't; you will
and you won't; you are damned if
you do, and you are damned If you
don't." That is Just what the cotton
planters are face to face with every
year at tho marketing period. We
market our crop without any system

ishincut ?

whatever. Beginning in the South-
I west, and running to the northern-
most limit of the cotton belt, there is
a mad rush to sell. We are com-
petitors one with the other--sell, sell
for whatever you can get; debts and
rent liens and crop mortgages all
pressing and shoving the weak and
the helpless. The laws of any coun-

try which permit such destruction of
value are unjust and »in wort hy a

Christian jieople. 1 would not see
our farmers organize a piratical trust
or a predatory combination, but 1 do
say that, as all seem agreed, that the
trust is the devil of modern com-
merce, thal Clo best way to tight the
devil is with fire. 1 do advocate a
self-defense trust with our State gov-
ernments behind it. We have tried
every other plan to secure a fair re-
turn for our products and interest on
our investments, and we are less than
men, and deserve tho sting of pover-
ty, if we do not assert ourselves in
defense of our rights. Our whole
scheme of national government for
fifty years has revolvel around pro-
tection by the government to certain
classes and individuals. Tariff, money
and transportation are the founda-
tion of commercial life. The tariff
laws under which we live one of
them the Dingley Act, in ¡ls very
title, "An Act to encourage and to
protect American industries." Where
does the farmer get anything out of
this? He is compelled to buy in the
home market all that he con-

sumes, and he Bells in the open mar-
ket of the world. What does he get
ou*, of the money monopoly that has
existed under the National Hanking
Act since 1H(!3, except the privilege
ol' paying high interest rates? What
has he got except high freight rates
from the railroads built out of the
profits of selling the public lands,
really costing the original builders
nothing? The products of the farm
must pay dividends on the watered
stock and over-production ! Certain-
ly legislation conferring special priv-
ileges is the foundation of every
great, swollen fortune in this coun-
try. The farmer has contributed
every time lie bought a plow, hoe or
trace chain. These great trusts fix
the price of every single thing that is
bought on the farm. ls the fannel
to have no voice in pricing what he
sells? Our monopoly, however, does
not depend on special legislation.
Hod gave it to us. He safeguarded
its possession by climate and by soil
Let the Legislatures of every cotton
State follow the lead of South Caro-
lina and say to the balance of tb(
world that from now henceforth atu
forever we, too, intend to have «
monopoly price for a monopoly pro
duct. Place ourselves in a positiot
to make this no idle threat, and th<
victory is won.

What chance have unorganizoc
millions, scattered over thirteei
States, in a contest with expert Anan
(dal strategy, backed by unlimitet
capital? What the people cannot d<
for themselves individually is withii
the province and the duty of the gov
ernment to do for them. The gov
eminent helps the citizen to bel
himself. This is no socialism; it i
patriotism. 1 care not whether yoi
call it paternalism or not. Bette
paternalism than agricultural ImpOV
erlshment. Better that cotto
should wear the crown of a king tba
the shackles of a slave. Shall w
have the courage to strike one brav
blow for a righteous system of polit
cal economy, or shall the South cor
linne to cringe and cower to an evet
invading money tyrant? Our land
are an unwieldy, impossible sort o
security, but the product of our lan
-cotton--is always convertible int
gold at a moment's notice. The ren
edy is to transform cotton Into a tu

gotlable security. The State war«
house certificates are an ider.' fori
Of credit, and when they conn int
general use t hey will impart a a art
ficial value to every acre of eottc
land and make the South rich In tl
next twenty-five years beyond ot
wildest dream.
Contraction «d' Credits, \'i»t Over-

production,
We ask no favor of the goveri

ment except a free field and a fa
light. Wo expect, nothing exec;
what we earn by honest toil, but v
do deny Hie right of any class to m
the cr -dits which we create to destrc
our market and to deliver us over
antagonistic interests. They talk
us about the law of supply and d
maud. Cotton sold In my.town <
the streets in October at five cent
lt is now bringing twice as much, at
this difference of 100 per cent Hes
the extension of credit, not in tl
demand for cotton.

It ¡un so often over-producth
of cotton, as contraction of credi
and faulty distribution that make f
lower prices. Statistics prove th
Hie production of cotton has not kc
pace with the consumption, N<
uses are found for lt each year,

j has almost supplanted wool and si!
It leads In the great Industrial a

¡ vance, and lt can be made to bring
fair return to thoso who produce
From the socks on our feet to t

hats on our beads, from undershirt
to overcoat, it is cotton. There are
one hundred million people in the
United States to-day, and if they were
able lt is not extravagant to Bay that
they woi.M each use ten dollars
worth o otton every year. This
would consume the entire crop of
the United States and leave nothing
for the balance of the world. Tho
farmers of the South hold the key to
Hie situation. Wall Street can sell
all the future cotton they please, but
the mills cannot spin the kind of cot-
ton that Wall Street sells. You can't
clothe people with paper contracts
We have the actual cotton, and it is
spot cotton, not paper cotton, which
ls king. All that the South has to
do is to put 'herself in a situation
to hold the crop and demand a fair
price for it. Sooner or later these
millions of future contracts that are
now being sold in the cotton ex-

change of New York will fall due,
and then speculators must come io
us for the spot cotton,
smii h Carolina Always a Leader*
The population of the world is es-

timated at about 1,500,OOO,OOO peo
pie. About r>00,000,000 regularly
wear clothes; 7.r>0,000,000 are par-
tially '"hid, and 2">0.000.000 g<
nnkcd. and it. has been estimated thai
to clothe the entire population of tin
entire world at the present rate o
pounds per capita would require ">0.
OOO.O'OO hales of cotton of 50(
pounds each. 1. is. therefore, plait
that the production of cotton will gi
on extending until the Inhabité)
earth is clothed with the product o
our fields, for cotton at "Jó cents i
the cheapest clothing known to man
lt is the mission of the South t
clothe the world, hut if she is to d
so there must be a reasonable prof!
for the land owner and the lahore!
South Carolina, true to her trad
tions in the past, is leading thi
great industrial movement for stabi
i/.ing the prie* of cotton. W. 1'. (
Harding, of the Federal Rosen
Hoard, in an address last Februai
to the American Bankers' Institut
said that out of the agitation whic
he had last fall "that the only thin
worth* while was the excellent wan
house system In this State." Lat<
he gave me letters to the lead ir
financiers of New York City, in whic
he stated (that South Carolina was f¡
In advance ol' anything which li;
bee*i Attempted and her State war
house system was a model for tl
other States to follow. 1 feel that
can assure him that South Carolii
will ¿lo her full duty. Our litt
State has a glorious history, and hi
played her part well In every gre
national crisis. In 1787 John Rn
ledge delivered his ultimatum to t
convention which formed the cons
tut ion. and from that time to t
day when her civilization was ovt
turned by war her voice has been p
tent in the councils of this natic
God speed the day when, forgot ti
petty jealousies and small polit ii
her statesmanship will again sha
national policies. She once led t
South not only politically, but indi
trially. In lS.'tä she had the longi
line ol railroad in the world, a
when the war came was preparing I
the Blue Ridge Railroad to the We
In 17t>.r>, when the colonies were c<
sidering what course to pursue, Soi
Carolina led the way by declaring
continental unity. This was the r

beginning ot tue revolution and
foundation of the Federal Consti
Mon under which we are to-day 1
lng. She was the first to take t
bold step, and the first of the tl
teen colonies to form a constituí!
al government. Bancroft, the gr
historian, declares that South Ca
lina formed the Union. The 1
blood of the revolution was s!
upon South Carolina soil, and al
the British had captured Host
New York and Philadelphia, fi
Camden to Cowpen8 and Kit
Mountain was the real bloody ba
ground that ended in thc surren
of Cornwallis at Yorktown. W
the war ended South Carolina
the largest creditor State, booti
she had furnished more actual mo
to the cause of independence t
any other State In the Union.

State System a Success.
When tlie Sont li Carolina Legi

turo, in its extra session, passed
State warehouse bill, and I was
lected to put it in op: ration, I
appalled at tho magnitude of
task and the »niall mean.; a' my r
maud. I feel that I can to-day
that it will be a success, boca
through the aid rendered nie by
Harding, I .have boen able to <
maud tho nttention of tho great fi
ciers of this country, who have
pressed themselves as being sat i
that the State warehouse receipt
cotton Into a negotiable form. T
is no difficulty whatever in obtal
monoy at tho lowest rate of Int«
on a State warehouse receipt.

I am encouraging the farmers
each community to build warohc
on their own farms, and then di
the fall months, when the prk
cotton does not show a fair prol
use these receipts to borrrw m

and pay their debts. If the system
can bo extended, as now seems likely,
Into the other States of the South, an
inter-State board can be formed and
a minimum agreed ui>on, so that it
will not be necessary ever to sell an-
other bale of cotton below tho cost of
production. If the state warehouse
bill bad never done anything else
except reduce insurance rates in
South Carolina it would be worth
millions of dollars to all the people
of this State. ' have had moro trou-
ble with the insurance rates than
anything else connected with the op-
eration of the system. There was a
distinction made between a ware-

house in the country and lu a fourth-
class town. On the country ware-
house the rate would be $:t.f>0 while
in a fourth-class town, where there
were no waterworks and no more
protection against the fire than in the
country, the rate would be $1.75 per
hundred dollars. Without going
Into the details, the insurance com-
panies wore all quick to realize thc
superiority in the moral risk of a
State warehouse, and they wert
prompt to offer us a reduction of lt'
per cent per hundred on cotton In :i

State warehouse over that stored i!
a private or corporate owned ware
house. Hut it was only after greal
dltllculty that 1 secured a reduct tor
of about 100 per cent on the eountrj
risk, and also from 2f» to '{'! l-.'t pei
cent on all cotton in State ware
houses, and I have no doubt that it
the future the rafes on cotton storet
in State warehouses will lu1 furlhet
reduced.

Cotton Miistl Ito Sohl flinn Farm
to Mill.

One of tho most important feature
connected willi tin1 State warehous
system- and it is this that has at
traded nie more than anything els
-were the additional powers con

ferred by the. last General Assemhl
authorizing Ibo Commissioner to nc
golla te loans and make sales of cot
ton direct. Fortunately, with tile as
sistance of Mr, Harding 1 have mad
satisfactory arrangements so far a
negotiating loans ls concerned; bu
the great burden that rests upon th
cotton planter is the many mlddh
men who gel a profil between the fal
mer and the mill. There ls a cotto
ship now tied up in the French pria
court whose owners recently state
under oath that they bought the ve
sel for $165,000 and that the frelgl
on this one cargo would pay for til
vessel. The cotton was contracte
for delivery in Germany at 22 cents
pound. The. insurance was about t\\
ce.us a pound. 1 do not know whi
was paid the farmer for the cotto
but as it was bought early, 1 gue:
around six and a half cents. Th
would leave a net profit of abot
eight cents, or forty dollars a bal
to the speculators -more than tl
fanner who grew it received. Tim
years ago I saw a Texas paper
which it was stated t hat a planter
Texas put a note in a bale ol" cotto
with an addressed envelope, and r
quested the manufacturer to wri
and tell him what be paid for the cc
ton at the mill; the kind of goo
into which it was converted, and t
profit!- Me expected to make on lt.
a few months a reply caine back frc
Germany, in which it was stated th
the mill had paid 16 cents a pou
for the cotton, and giving the els
of goods into which it was couverte
and saying that they expected
make a profit of about $:t00 on t
manufacture of the cotton. The fi
mer received about it cents-so
stated in the letter-for the cottc
so that there was 7 cents a pout
$:tr a hale, that went In profits a

expenses to six or eight middle-n:
standing between that farmer a
the cotton mill In Germany. Nt
there ls no reason in the world w
with the proper facilities, I could n
as Warehouse Commissioner, t
cotton from a State warehouse oi
plantation In South Carolina dir
to a cotton mill anywhere In
world. We have daily reports t
come into the offlce from every wu
house in the State, which are laid
my desk every morning, that disci
the number of hales of cotton,
grade of each bale and Its weight
there was a ship in Charleston,
we had a com ii ress in Columbia,
warehouse facilities, I could sell
ton from every county in the St
and bring it at one rate of freigh
the compress In Columbia; hav
compressed and go direct on bo
of the ship from the cars, and fi
there to the cotton mill in (lorin
or Fugland, and it would never
touched by any one else. All tb
would have to do would be to se
it that the grades came fully ti|
the standard, and, In case they
below, have a business system
would enable me to go back
make reclamation from the party
whom the cotton was sold. If
were done, I have made the cale
lion that In time of pe&c« ii- wi
add at least three cents a poun
the value of every bale of colland that would amount In one
in the State of South Carollni
«bout $ i i),ooo,OOO. Of course I rei

the fact and expect that any systorur
as far-reaching as tint would* meet
with the most strenuous opposition,
because every middle-man who ls
either directly or indirectly concern-
ed would tight bitterly a change of
that sort. They don't realize that in
the long run it is best for the entire
public, themselves included, that we
have some uniform system of hand-
ling and marketing our cotton crop,

('caders Must Ile Licensed.
There ls another thing: The Uni-

ted States government has establish-
ed standard grades for cotton, and
yet every year the cotton exporters
and buyers in every State in the
South take millions of dollars out. of
the pockets of the people by system-
atically under-grading cotton. I my-
self have shipped cotton from South
Carolina to New York to be delivered
on contract there, and in one instance
the grades given me by the New York
cotton exchange were <>."> points above
that of the local buyers In the town
of Bennettsvillc. There must be
some law passed that will not only
adopt the definite and fixed stand-
ards of the United States govern-
ment, but the graders must be li-
censed and required to grado that
colton accurately. Why. think of tho
system of grades upon which cotton
is bought and sold in the open mar-
kets in the towns of South Carolina,
and the way it is practiced in the ex-
changes of this country. If you buy
100 bales through the New Orleans
or New York exchange, and that cot-
ton js tendered to you, the man who
lenders it is not permitted to grade
it: you are not permitted to grade
it; but they have sw ., disinter-
ested graders and the graders do not
know lo whom that cotton belongs.
lt is carried to them on numbers, and
they grad*' it without tho slightest
knowledge tts to its ownership. Now,
you take it in South Carolina, and
every bit of the grading is done by
the purchaser of the cotton. You
have either got to let him have your
cotton that way, or not sell it at all.
When he goes to tender lt on con-
tract it ls done disinterestedly, and
doubt exceedingly If there ls ono

hah> of cotton out of 1,000 that is.
hough! in South Carolina in the O|M*U
market from the farm that when the
buyer comes to sell it to the mill he
doesn't make a profit on the grading
over and above the price that he pays
you for the cot ton.

Dreams.
The South has it in hor power, by

utilizing the vast commercial credit
incident to handling thia great mo-
nopoly crop, to make herself the dom-
inant power in finance and civiliza-
tion. I have been called a dreamer,
and I wish that I were, worthy to
take my place among the great
dreamers of this world. But tho gift
is not mine to pierce the veil of
doubt and look into the face of un-
born time. 1 only stumble and fal-
ter In darkness, see but dimly, and I
feel that, so far as I am Couoerued,
I have done about al' that I can ever
do In this great v ork, and that oth-
ers must soon Lake lt up and carry
it forward to r.uccess. Herbert Kauf-
man says, "Dreams are architects of
fact." If tlu.t be true, then-
"What matters sneers and cyni-

cism?
"This world is made up for the

most part of those who take, but
never give, sharing in a\, but spar-
ing naught; who cheer a grudge, but
grudge a cheer.

"Wherefore the paths of progress
lia ve been sobs of blood dropped from
the broken hearts of dreamers.
"Makers of empires, they have

fought for higher things than em-
pires, and higher seats than thrones.

"Grief -has only streaked their
heads with silver, but has never
greyed their hopes.

"Dreamers are argonauts, the
seekers of the priceless fleece of
Truth-

"Through all the ages the voice of
destiny calls them from the unbroken
vasts.
"They dare uncharted seas, be-

cause they are the makers of the
chart.

"With only cloth of courage at the
mast and no compass save their
dreams, they sail away undaunted for
the far, blind shores.

"Their brains have wrought ali
human miracles; in lace of stone
their spirea »tab the skies, and their
golden crosses kiss the sun.
"A great »hip a few months ago,

si ricken to death by an iceberg, shiv-
ers, trembles, and groans. A cry for
hol¡), that mystery the wireless,
flashes hundreds of miles across the
seas, because Marconi dreamed.

"Wings of can vims now beat, the
air and add the highways of tho
eagle to the human paths.

"One man drew lightning with a
kite from the clouds, another sitting
by the fire sees the steady escape of
steam from the kettle. The dreams
of Franklin, Watts, Morse and hun-
dreds of others have girdled the
globo with bands of steel and annlhl-
lated space.

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 2.)
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